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THEPSALM 23BELIEVER

TheLordismyShepherd;Ishallnotwant.

Hemakesmetoliedowningreenpastures;Heleadsmebesidethestillwaters.

Herestoresmysoul;HeleadsmeinthepathsofrighteousnessForHisname'ssake.

Yea,thoughIwalkthroughthevalleyoftheshadowofdeath,Iwillfearnoevil;

ForYouarewithme;YourrodandYourstaff,theycomfortme.

Youprepareatablebeforemeinthepresenceofmyenemies;Youanointmyheadwith

oil;Mycuprunsover.

SurelygoodnessandmercyshallfollowmeAllthedaysofmylife;AndIwilldwellinthe

houseoftheLordForever.

John10:11,27

"Iam thegoodShepherd.ThegoodShepherdgivesHislifefortheSheep.”

“MySheephearMyvoice,andIknowthem,andtheyfollowMe.”

Openingprayers

- Lord,pleaseopenmyeyestoseetoday.WherehaveIleftyouinmyjourneyof

life?Inmaritalissues,ministry,job,business,andinmypurposeforlife.

- Lord,leadandletmefollowonly.

OpeningThought

TheLordtendsussothatwecanbearfruit,tokeepusfrom diminishing.
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Preface

Thematterofprovisionofadequateresourcestomeetimmediateandfutureneedsis
amajorthingforallpeople-saintsandsinnersalike.Howeverthereexistsan
underlyingdifferencebetweenGod’splannedmethodofmeetingtheneedsofHis
saintsforthatoftheunbelieversinChrist.Forthebeliever,Jesusexplainedclearly
God’splanforhisfollowers.Inhiswords:"ThatiswhyItellyounottoworryabout
everydaylife—whetheryouhaveenoughfoodanddrink,orenoughclothestowear.
Isn'tlifemorethanfood,andyourbodymorethanclothing?Lookatthebirds.They
don'tplantorharvestorstorefoodinbarns,foryourheavenlyFatherfeedsthem.And
aren'tyoufarmorevaluabletohim thantheyare?Canallyourworriesaddasingle
momenttoyourlife?

"Andwhyworryaboutyourclothing?Lookattheliliesofthefieldandhowtheygrow.
Theydon'tworkormaketheirclothing,yetSolomoninallhisglorywasnotdressed
asbeautifullyastheyare.AndifGodcaressowonderfullyforwildflowersthatare
heretodayandthrownintothefiretomorrow,hewillcertainlycareforyou.Whydo
youhavesolittlefaith?

"Sodon'tworryaboutthesethings,saying,'Whatwillweeat?Whatwillwedrink?
Whatwillwewear?'Thesethingsdominatethethoughtsofunbelievers,butyour
heavenlyFatheralreadyknowsallyourneeds.SeektheKingdom ofGodaboveall
else,andliverighteously,andhewillgiveyoueverythingyouneed.

"Sodon'tworryabouttomorrow,fortomorrow willbringitsownworries.Today's
troubleisenoughfortoday.
Itisthereforenotforthebelievertobeweigheddowninworriesaboutlife’sneeds
andforthatofthechurchofGodbecauseGod’swordhasassuredusoftheworkthat
Hehasalreadywroughttohandletheproblemsthatcauseworriesforhispeople.
Thisistheburdenthathasproducedthisbriefepistle.

Eachchapterendswithashortsummaryofthewhole.Readthebookwithaheart
constantlyprayingthatGod’slightmightdawnonyouasHehasdonebefore.

ThankGodAkejiE.
April2023
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CHAPTERONE
Introduction

DavidshowsbydescribingthemannerofrelationshipthatexistedbetweenGodand

him.Tohim,GodhandledhislifeasaShepherddoeshisSheep.Healsopaintsthe

pictureofhowChristwilllaydownhislifeforus,howhewoulddoeverythinginhis

abilitytobringustotheplaceofabundantprovisionsofGod'sgracethroughhis

sacrificialdeath,whichisthereasonforthechurchtohaveallthatGodtheFather

everpromisedtothepatriarchs,undertheOldCovenant.

Today,weknowandbelievethatChristhaslaiddownhislifeforus;Hehasworked

outalltherequirementsthatareneededtograntuntouswhobelievethefullaccess

intothetreasurebaseofthekingdom ofGod.InHim allthetreasuresof[divine]

wisdom (comprehensiveinsightintothewaysandpurposesofGod)and[allthe

richesofspiritual]knowledgeandenlightenmentarestoredupandliehidden(Col.

2:3).AndheisdoingeverythingasthefirstbornSonofGodtobringus[hisbrothers

andsisters]intothisplaceofabundantprovisionsofGod'sgraceexperientially.Now

inChrist,thechurchshallnotbeinlackofanythingpertainingtolifeandgodliness

becauseJesuscamethatwemighthaveallthatpertainstolifeinanabundant

measure(2Peter1:2-3;John10:10b).Butwemustlearnfrom him how besttotap

theseprovisionsdaily,ineverysituation.DavidwasinthepoweroftheHolySpirit

describingGod'splans:How He,intheNew Covenantplannedtokeepthechurch

from allformsoflackwhenshefollowsherShepherd-ChristthroughtheHolySpirit.

IfJesusChristremainsyourShepherdkingofyourownlifethejourneyoflifewillbe

wellcoordinated.Insimilarwayifheabidesoverthechurchashercovershechurch

shallnotlackanything.ThisisbecauseinthefinishedworksofChristeverythinghas

beenfullypaidfor(John19:30),andGodtheFatherhasalreadymadeChristthehead

ofallthings,powers,principalitiesetc.Allthisisforthebenefitofthechurchforthe

benefitofthechurch(Eph.1:22).Andsinceeverythinghasbeenpaidfor,Godcan

now giveuntouseverythingweneedforlifeandgodlinessfreely(2Pet.1:3Rom.

8:32).Weneedtolearnhowtolayholdonthem all.FaithbeginswherethewillofGod

isknown;WeputfaithwhenGodgivesHiswordforanything.Wealsoseektolearnto
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waitforandtofollow theLordoftheworkasheleads;alwaysfullydeterminedto

yieldtoHisShepherdrolesovereveryareaofourlives.

Aswefollowhim daily,therearelikelytobeseveralinconvenienceswhichwillcomeour

wayasfaithfulbelievers.ThisisduetotheconditionsthateachChristianiscalledupon

tomeetsoastobringintorealitytheassuranceofprovisionthatwehaveinChrist

Jesus.Thestrengthtobearallthetroublesthatcouldbepossiblyassociatedwithour

obediencethroughfaithinChristhasalreadybeenprovidedalongside.

WhoistheShepherd?

TheShepherd(inthiscontext)isJesusChrist,theSonofGodwhocamefrom heavenin

humanform,livedlikeeveryotherman,butwithoutsin.HewasempoweredbyGod

throughtheanointingoftheHolySpirit,testedineverywaymancanbetempted,yet

sinnednot(Heb.4:15).Hepreachedaboutthekingdom ofGodandmadedisciples,

whom hecouldteachhowtomakemoredisciplesthatarelikehim ineveryway.Heas

aresult.HewentoutinthepowerofGodtoeveryplacehecould,anddidmanygood

thingsonly(Acts10:38).Heperformedmanydifferentmiracles.Asheendedhis

physicallifeonearth,hewasaccusedfalselybytheJewishleadersandthepeopleand

he was arrested by the Roman authority.He was tried and found guiltless yet

condemnedtodie.Hewascrucified.Hediedandwasburiedbutroseonthethirdday.

Heappearedtomanypeople,butascendedintoheaven,topresenthimselftotheFather.

Hepromisedofasecondcoming,inwhichhewouldbecomethejudgeofthewhole

worlds(Acts1:11).

Throughhisdeath,heterminated thelegalrightwhichSatan alwayshad against

humanity,forwhichhetormentedthem.Alltheunfavorablerecordsofsinfrom Adam

andEve’sdisobedience,thepast,presentandthefuturewascompletelyrenderedvoid

(Col.2:14).Whenhecleanedofftherecords,hepronouncedthosewhowouldever

believeinhim as‘righteouspeople’beforeGod.Theyarerighteousnow,notbecauseof

theirreligiouspietyortheirowngoodworksandbodilydisciplineagainstsin,but

becauseGoddeclaredthem righteoussincetheevilrecordswereremovedthrough
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Christ’sdeath(2Cor.5:21).

Butbeforeheascendedintoheaven,hecommissionedhisdisciplestogothroughout

theworldandmakeotherpeoplehisdisciplesaswell,justashedidtothem (Matt.

28:18-20).Heexpectsthatsome,theyshouldcall,andsomeotherstheHolySpiritwill

movetosubmittothem.Butthateveryonewhoprofesstofollowhim mustbetrained

andtaughttheprinciplesofthelifeofthekingdom ofGod.Thislifewilltheylivewith

hereonearth,whichwouldalsobecomethepasstoseeingthekingdom ofGodonthe

lastday.

WhoistheSheep?

ASheep(inthiscontext)referstoonewhoisadiscipleofJesusChrist.Heisafollower

andlearnerofthewaysofChrist;heisfullycommittedtopracticingthelifestylesof

Jesusinordertobecomelikehim.Heisreadytogiveupthepursuitofallotherthings

thatareoutsideofGod’splanforhis/herlifeonearth,soastofollow hisMaster

whereverheleads(Matt.4:21-22).

ChapterSummary:

JesusChristisGod’sShepherdmanifestedunto everybeliever.EveryChristianis

expectedtorelatewithhim,justasaflockofSheeprelateswiththeirShepherd.

CHAPTERTWO

TheLORDIsMyShepherd;IHaveAllThatINeed

Formanybelievers,knowingthisbyheartisagreatspiritualachievement.Inmycountry,

ifyougotochurchandyoudonotknow averselikethisone,youmaybecounteda

most unserious Christian.But as simple as this chapter sounds it is easily
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misunderstoodbymanywhentheytrytoapplyittotheirdailylives.Somejustmerely

reciteitasafaithconfessionwheninneedandsomedonotevencaretoknow its

essence.Eitherway,“when the purpose ofa thing is notwelldefined,through

understanding,abuseofsuchwillcomebyeasily.”

ItwaseasierforDavidtoexpresshowmuchofGodhewasexperiencingatthetimehe

psalmedthischapter,becausehegrewupasaShepherdboy,alwaystakingcareofhis

father’sflock.HeunderstoodthelifeofatypicalkeeperofSheep,therisksand

comfortsattachedtoit.Heknewhowmuchhemustbeinsearchofthemostnutritious

pasturefortheflocktograze,hewasindeedthepastorofhisownSheep.David

understoodthathecouldhardlykeephiseyesawayfrom theflockfortoolong,hemust

haveservedasasecuritypersonalfortheflock,alwaysonthewatchagainsttheattack

ofthewildanimalsinthebusheswhereheledhisSheeptograze.Hewasfamiliarwith

thebushesthathurthim andcouldharm theSheepaswell.WhenGoliathcameup

againsttheIsraelites,Davidtestifiedofhowhedealtwiththelionandthebearwhich

cameafterhisSheep(1Sam.17:37),hemusthaveputhimselfinthelineonbehalfof

theSheepseveraltimes.Davidwasresolutethatanywildanimalwhichcomesmust

firstgothroughhim,hurthim beyondanychancesofrecovery,orevenkillhim before

evergettingaccesstotheSheeptocauseanydamage.Theyoungboywasasaliving

sacrificeforhisSheep.Hewasfamiliarwithmovingstreamsthathadlowerflowing

currentsothattheSheepwouldnotbesweptawaywhiletryingtodrinkwater.David

hadunderstoodthattheSheepwouldneedtobebroughttosheltertorestfrom thesun

andrains,andtohavetheirstrengthsrestoredforanotherdaywhilechewingtheircud

(regurgitation).AndDavidknewthatthelossofoneSheepwasaspainfulasthelossof

theherdaltogether,keepingthem safewashisresponsibilityandtheirbeingalivewasa

reasonforhislivingtoo.Itwasasthoughhislifewastiedtotheirs,hereallylovedthem,

becausetheywerehisfather’s.forthesereasons,hewoulddohisbestpossibletolead

them inthepathsthatareright,inhissightandinhisfather’ssight.Hegenerallyworked

hardtokeeptheflockinthebestconditionpossible.Andevenwhenoneofthem strays

awayorwandersawayunknowingly,hewouldgoinsearchofittorestoreittothe

correctpathliketheothers.
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Thispsalm thereforeislikeadescriptionoftheassignmentGodhassaddledupon

Christforeverybelieverhehassavedandwillsave.BeinghisSheep,Christisgiven

powerandauthoritytoruleoverGod’sflockwhichhehassavedthroughhisblood.All

theSheepwilleverneedisinhiscare.In1Peter5:7,Petersaid,“Lethim haveallyour

worriesandcares,forheisalwaysthinkingaboutyouandwatchingeverythingthat

concernsyou.”TLB

Jesuscaresforyouandofcourseforallthatconcernsyou,andyou’vegottotrusthim

enoughtolethim perform hisShepherdrolesoveryourlife.Don’tbehasty.TheSheep

alwaysneedtoreceiveacommandfrom theShepherdbeforemoving;thevoiceofthe

Shepherdwhichisknowntotheflockmustbeheardbeforetheyevermoveouttograze

whereverhewillleadthem.Whenyouhearavoicethatisstrangefrom thatoftheGood

Shepherd,youarenotexpectedtoactinobediencetoit,nomatterhow appealing,

forceful,orpromisingthevoiceanditscommandsmaysoundtoyourheart.Thebible

hasadmonishedthatChristianswhohaveapastoroverthem shouldallow him todo

hisworkeffectively,theyshouldnotstrivewithhim,buttofollowhim ashefollowsthe

Lordwithallpatienceandhumility.SoJesusexplained,"Itellyouthetruth,theSoncan

donothingbyhimself.HedoesonlywhatheseestheFatherdoing.WhatevertheFather

does,theSonalsodoes.John5:19-20

BearthisinmindthatJesusChrististhepastorofthechurch.KingDavidcouldhaveas

wellsaid,theLordismypastor,Ishallnotlackanything.LetusallrelatewiththeLord

Jesusasthepastorinchargeofoursouls.Hemustremaintheonewhoisalways

intercedingonourbehalfbeforetheFather.Whythenshouldwenotallowhim todirect

usinthewayhechooses,ifwearetrulybenefitingfrom hisintercessoryroleoverour

lives(Romans8:34)!

Chaptersummary:

Justrelax!The reason why you willnotlack anything is thatChristloves you

unconditionally.Heismoreinterestedinyourwelfarethanyouthinkyouare.Hesaved

youfrom sinandSatan.Godiscommittedtogivingyoueveryotherthingfreealong

withChrist.Hewillalsosaveyoufrom lack.Heknowsallyouwilleverneedatevery
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junctureofyourlife,becauseheistheoneleadingyouthroughthepathsyoufollow,i.e.

ifyouindeedarefollowinghim.

CHAPTERTHREE
WhyJesusChristIsYourShepherd

God,throughJesusChrist,madethewaypossibleforyoutobereconciledontoHim ina

Father-sonrelationship(2Cor.5:18).YouareamemberofhisfamilyandyouareHis

childifyouhavebeensavedfrom yoursinbyputtingyourfaithintheworkofsalvation

whichJesusChristdid,whenhecametotheearthhumanly.

IntheLord’sbestinteresteveryonewhocomestoHim andwhohasbeensaved

bythebloodofJesusChristreceivestherightsofthesonsofGod(God-sonship)(John

1:12).Partoftheblessingsthathasbeendepositedforallbelieversandfollowersof
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JesusChrist[foralltime]isthattheynowhaveaShepherdovertheirlives.JesusChrist

becomesourcommonShepherdbecause,hedidwhatareal[good]Shepherdwoulddo;

helaiddownhisownlifefortheSheeptolive.HearthistestimonythatJesusgave

concerninghimself:Hesaid,

“Iam theGoodShepherd.TheGoodShepherdrisksandlaysdownHis[own]lifeforthe

Sheep.Iam theGoodShepherd;andIknowandrecognizeMyown,andMyownknow

andrecognizeMe.Evenas[trulyas]theFatherknowsMeandIalsoknowtheFather—

andIam givingMy[veryown]lifeandlayingitdownonbehalfoftheSheep.”John10:11,

14,15AMP

Beforemovingonfrom here,itisgoodtobesureofthis.Jesussays,heknowshisown

Sheepandtheyalsoknowhim.Onecanclaim toknowtheLordevenwhentheLordmay

notknowhim/her.SoitisbettertoestablishrightherewhetheryoutrulyknowtheLord

andthattheLordalsotrulyknowsyou.IfyoudonottrulyknowtheLord,pausereading

anddothatnow;kindlyturntothelastpageandpraytheprayersthereallaloneby

yourselfwithallsincerity.

ThemostimportantthingforJesusthenwashislife.Butbecauseofthedepthoflove

hehasfortheSheep,hechosetoforfeithisownlife,sothatthroughhisowndeath,his

Sheepmayhaveeverygroundtoliveeternally.Ifhecouldlaydownhislifeforyou

[throughdeath],thentherewouldbenothingelseinoroutsideexistencethathecannot

giveupforthesakeofhisSheep.HelivesinconstantrelationshipwiththeFather.The

Fatherownseverything.ButasJesuspaidwithhisbloodforthesalvationofthewhole

world,hewonittohimself;hewasgivenalltheauthorityinheavenandonearth.Andhe

wasgivenuntothechurchasitsheadforever(Ephesians1:21).Nowtheauthorityofthe

universenowliesupontheshoulderofChristinfulfillmentoftheprophecyofIsaiahin

Isaiah9:6.

PartofChrist’sassignmentwastohaveyoutohimselfasSheepinhisflock,nowand

forthefuturesincehehassavedyoufrom thepastrecordofsinwhichSatanhadheld

againstman.
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ProphetIsaiahinoneofhispropheciesdisclosedthus:

ButtheLordwaspleasedwiththishumbleservantwhosufferedsuchpain.Evenafter

givinghimselfasanofferingforsin,hewillseehisdescendantsandenjoyalonglife.

HewillsucceedindoingwhattheLordwanted.Afterhissufferinghewillseethelight,

andhewillbesatisfiedwithwhatheexperienced.

TheLordsays,"Myservant,whoalwaysdoeswhatisright,willmakehispeopleright

withme;hewilltakeawaytheirsins.ForthisreasonIwilltreathim asoneofmygreat

people.Iwillgivehim therewardsofonewhowinsinbattle,andhewillsharethem with

hispowerfulones.Iwilldothisbecausehegavehislifeforthepeople.Hewas

consideredacriminal,butthetruthis,hecarriedawaythesinsofmany.Now hewill

standbeforemeandspeakforthosewhohavesinned."Isa53:10-12

ThegroundforwhichJesushasbecomeourShepherd,andinfact,theGood

Shepherdisinthefactthathedied.KingDavidforesaw whathewascomingtodo

manyyearsaheadandthenspokeashewasmovedbytheSpiritoftheLordwhoknows

everything.Hespoketo describewhattheLord Jesuswould representto allhis

followers,justashesawtheLordwasrelatingwithhim intheOldTestament.Hewas

experiencingtheforetasteoftheLord’sShepherdactsoverhislifeandpsalmedto

expressit.

Thelivingbibleputsitthisway:

…However,whenhissoulhasbeenmadeanofferingforsin,thenheshallhavea

multitudeofchildren,manyheirs.Heshallliveagain,andGod'sprogram shallprosperin

hishands.Andwhenheseesallthatisaccomplishedbytheanguishofhissoul,he

shallbesatisfied;andbecauseofwhathehasexperienced,myrighteousServantshall

makemanytobecountedrighteousbeforeGod,forheshallbearalltheirsins(Isa.

53:10-11).

Thisimpliesthat:forChrist,takinguptheresponsibilityforyourlifeasyouliveinhim

hereonearthisagloriousaccomplishmentforhim.Whenheseestheextenttowhich
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yourlifeisbeingtendedthroughtheanguishofhissoul,asaShepherdtendshisSheep,

heshallbesatisfied.Consequently,yoursatisfactionishissatisfaction.

Chaptersummary:
JesusChristisyourShepherdbecauseheisGodmadeflesh.Heisthe‘yes’toallthat
Godhassaidconcerningyou,and‘Amen’toallofGod’spromisesconcerningyou(1Cor.
1:20).

CHAPTERFOUR
TheSheepThatWillNotLackAnything

FIRSTLY,GodalreadyprovidedinChristJesusallyouwilleverneedinthenewlife,even

beforeyouweresaved.Towithdrawanysupplyforyouruseeachoneneedstobeon

thecorrectpathofhis/herlife,justastheFatherhaspurposed.Theprovisionscanonly

cometoandworkwithGod’schosenlocationandpositionpertimebutalso,God’s

graceandmercyareneweverymorning.IfGodhasalreadymadeprovisionforallthata

believerwilleverneeduntilsuchgetstoheaven,thenitisbettertofollowtheleading

Shepherdinordertolayholdofeverysupplyeasilyandreadilyasatwhendue,through

faith.1Peter1:2-4

“WhentheLordbecomesyourShepherd,thenyoucanbesureandboldlysay,‘Ishallnot

lack.’”
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AllabelievereverneedsforlifeandgodlinesshasbeenmadeavailableinChristJesus,

butaspromises(withfullassuranceoftheirfulfillment).Theyshallbecomemanifestas

onelearnstheLord’swaysandgetstodosobyknowingtheLordpersonallybetterand

better,day afterday,through voluntary and deliberate commitmentto his/her

relationshipwithChrist.

Truly,aShepherdisresponsibleforthewell-beingofaflockregardlessoftheownerof

theSheepandtheirpopulation.Butitisalsogoodtostatehereclearlythatitisonlythe

SheepthatremainsunderthecontroloftheShepherdthatgetscaredforproperly.

That’swhenJesustoldhisdisciplesthatheordainedthem tobearfruit,butaparticular

kind–fruitsthatwillabide,remaininhim,andpreferhim toeveryothersothathecan

careforthem adequately.Naturally,aflockofSheepmustfollowthepathwhichtheir

Shepherdcreatesforthem otherwisetheycouldgetcaughtanddestroyedbyenemies

(wildanimalsandhumanbeings).ASheepmayevenwanderfarawayifitlosessightof

theoneleadingthem andgoessomewhereelse.Theflockhastotrusttheleadershipof

theirShepherdcompletelytobeabletofollowhim whereverheleadsthem.Doyoutrust

GodenoughtoallowHim toleadyou?AnddoyoutrustGodenoughtofollowhim inthe

wayHechooses?

InthesamewayabelievermustcompletelysubmittotheShepherdofhissoul,Jesus

Christbeforesuchabelievercanboldlyprofessthathe/sheshallnotwantorbeinneed.

Becauseneedsareglaring,andonlyonetruetofaithinChristwillhavewhatisbelieved

comeintoexistence(Heb.11:1).JesusChrististrustworthy.Thepossibilityofhandling

yourresponsibilityasaSheepinhisflockismuchifandonlyifyoulethim trulyleadyou

byhisSpirit(Rom.8:14).

God’sprovisionfortheIsraelitesastheyjourneyedfrom EgypttoCanaanwasintact;as

oftenastheywereontherightpath(thepathHeshowedthem)hestrengthenedand

caredforthem,thatiswhythepsalmistsaid,“Herestoresmysoul.Heleadsmeinthe

pathofrighteousnessforHisname’ssake.”Buteachtimetheyrebelledormurmured;

theywerepunishedforit.Eventoday,somebelieversclaim tobeundertheLord’s

leadingfortheirlivesandstilldictateforhim (theirShepherd),theyinsistuponwhat
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theywantandunlesshedoesit,theybegintothreatenhim,whatalife!Hewhowas

lovingandmercifulenoughtodespisehisownlifethroughdeathsothatwemightlive,

willhenotalsobethatmercifulenoughtoguideusthroughthebestpathwaysforour

lives?Askyourself.PaulwritingtheRomansinRom.8:31-33says,

“Sowhatshouldwesayaboutthis?IfGodisforus,noonecanstandagainstus.And

Godiswithus.HeevenlethisownSonsufferforus.GodgavehisSonforallofus.So

nowwithJesus,Godwillsurelygiveusallthings.”ESV

YounevertoldGodyouneededsalvation,oradvisedHim onhowHemustsaveyou,He

diditHisownway,youonlyneedtobelieveinwhatHehasdoneandfixyourattention

there(Col.3:1).YouneedtokeepknowingthatGodisnotagainstanyonewhoremains

inChristJesus.Andasanybelieverremainsinhim whilejourneyingthroughtheearth,

Godhasresolvedtobewithsucheveryday.Jesussaid,“…andbeholdIam withyou,to

theendoftheage.”Matthew28:20.Sincenothingcanseparateatruebelieverfrom the

loveofGod,thatmakesGodtobeonoursideeverydayofourlives.Hekeptproviding

fortheIsraelitesaslongastheyremainedinHisword,leadingthem from oneplaceto

theother.Youneedtoberemindedthat,ifyouareactivelyandcurrentlyfollowingJesus

Christ’sleadingforyourlifeoneverymattertheremaybe,thenrelax,heissurelyonthe

driver’sseat,andyou’vegottolethim drive.Andbeconfidentthatwithhim drivingyour

lifedaily,allnecessitiesshallbeadequatelyprovided.GbengaOdebiriinasermononce

said,“…IhaveallIneed.WhatIdon’thaveiswhatIdon’tneed.”Thisisatruesaying.

WithChristastheShepherdwhom youarecurrentlyfollowing,gowithhim towherever

he leads you,turn to whicheverdirection he chooses bestforyou,and accept

whatsoeverhepresentstoyou,yououghtnottobeinneedofanyotherthingoutsideof

hisplansforyou(Jer.29:11).ThisisbecauseforeveryonefollowingChrist,allhegives

youisallyouneed.Andwhateverappetiteyouhaveforotherthingsmustbecrucified,

otherwiseitwilllooklikeheisunfaithful,andthewordofGodisnottrue.Beloved,God’s

wordistrue,justcheckyourhearttoknowwhetheryouaretrulyfollowingthechosen

path,foryourowncoursewithhim.Hiswordshavebeentestedandprovenseveral

times.
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ThatiswhatmakesthewriterofHebrewsaythatweshouldkeeplookinguntoJesus,

theauthorandfinisherofourfaith(12:6).BecauseonceonestopslookingatJesusso

astoknow whatdirectionheistaking,thepersonbecomesdistractedwiththeworld

andhow otherperson’slivesaregoing,onemighteventuallydevelopanappetitefor

whatisnotinthepathwhichChristhaschosenforthehim.Crucifycomparisonandlive,

walkingsimplyaftertheorderwhichChristhaslaidoutforyou.KingSolomonsaid,

“Godhasmademanverysimple,butmanhasdevisedcomplicatedwaysforhimself.”

(Eccl.7:29).Wouldyoubewillingtopulldownallthatyouhaveerectedforyourself

whichstandsagainstthewillandpurposeofGodforyourlife,youwillbepreparingfora

resultlikenedtothatofChristJesus.

Butbecausemanybelieversareneitherfamiliarwithhisvoicenorhispathways,the

LordJesusofferstobecometheteacheruntoanyonewhochooseshisways.Hedoes

thistokeepusfrom allexcusessothatwemightfollowhim easilyaswelearnhispath

forourlife.Thepathhechoosesforonebelieverisusuallydifferentfrom thatofthe

otherbeliever(s)(John21:20-22),thoughallareonpilgrimagetothecelestialcity

(Heaven).

SECONDLY,TheShepherd(JesusChrist)iscommittedtoleadingaSheepinSheep’s

clothing,ratherthanawolfinSheep’sclothing(Matt.7:15).Itmightbenecessaryto

considerthisasamajorfactorforthekindofSheepthatwillnotlackanything.You

needtoalsoestablishinyourheartasyoureadalongthatyoumustbeaactualSheep

(anobedientdiscipleofChrist)amongotherSheep,andnotawolfinthegarmentof

Sheep.Thisclassofpeoplereferstodeceivers,hypocritesandthoseself-acclaimed

Christianswholiveadouble-standardlife.Thereholdtoaform ofreligionbuttheydeny

thepowerofitthatcanbringeternalchangestotheirlives.Theyarewolvesintheir

closet,butappearasSheepwhentheyareseeninthepublicbyothers.WhentheLord

opensyoureyestoseetheirsecretlifeyouwilldiscoverthatitisasdecayedasrotten

asadecayingcorpse.

CheckyourheartrightnowbecauseJesusistheShepherdofrealSheepnotofmenand

womenwhoparadethemselvesinthepublicbutinwardlypossessingthenatureofwolf.
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TheyliveasGod’senemiesbecauseoftheirsinfulstateoflife.Whenapersonbecomes

anunrepentantchurchgoerhebecomesawolfbeforeGod.Whenabelieverisfullof

deceptivecharacterswhichareknownonlytohim andanyotherlikehimself,sucha

personwillhardlyfindChrist’sShepherdrolesplayingoutoverhis/herlife;thingscan

begintohappentohim anyhow,justasithappenstoeverysinneralike.TheLordJesus

findsitfulfillingtodirectthelifeofanybelieverwhoiscommittedtobeinghisdisciple.

AwolfinSheep’sclothingcannoteatofthepasturewhichChristfeedshisSheepwith

nomatterhowhardthewolftries.Naturally,awolfeatsrawflesh(beingacarnivorous

animal),andaSheepeatsfreshgreengrassordryhay(beinganherbivorousanimal).It

isnotinthenatureofawolftoeatfreshgrassanditisnotinthenatureofaSheepto

eatfreshorroastedfleshofanotheranimal.ThereforewhentheGoodShepherd,Jesus

isprovidingfoodforhisflockhemakesprovisionfortheSheep,andheprovidesonly

whattheycantake.IfthewolfmustpartakeofthefoodgiventotheflockofSheep,then

itmustchangeitsnaturecompletely.TheSheepreceivesdirectionsgoodenoughto

keepthem intheLord’swillwhileenjoyingdaytodayblessingsandthemanifestations

ofhisgrace.BelieverswhoremaintruedisciplescanbearGod’sinstructionswhichHe

givesuntothem aybyday;itisnotdifficultforthem toagreewithanythingthattheLord

issayingonanymattertheypresenttohim.Butnotwolf.Wolfiswildandstubborn.Its

desiresarewildandstrangetothatofthemasterandofhisSheep.Abelieverlikethis

(wolf)hasstrangedesires,strangeprayerpoints,funnyandunbiblicalmethodofbible

interpretationandapplication,strangemethodsofjudgingsituationsetc.hedoesnot

doasChristdoes.HecallsGod’sinstructionsconspiracy,and/oramerepunishment

whichnoonecanfullyobeyyetthesameinstructionistakenbyaSheepasGod’s

gracious direction forhis life.When a wolfin Sheep’s clothing is given divine

instruction(s)hepreferstodiscarditassoonashefindsithardtoobey.Heprefersto

embracehisheart’sdispositionsand whatwelcomestheapplauseofthepublic.

Meanwhile,theSheepisproudofthemaster’steachingsandthedirectionsgivenforhis

life.Hetalksaboutitboldlyandwithreadinesstoobeyit;heisresolvedtolivehislifeon

it.Ontheotherhand,thewolf-in-a-Sheep-clothingkindofChristianquestionsGod’s

authorityonasimilarinstructionwhichaSheepthanksHim for.Thishappensbecause
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thenatureofawolfisincompleteoppositiontothenatureoftheShepherdandthe

Sheepheleads.AnyonewhomustdeclaretheLordashisShepherdandwhowillnot

lackanythingmustbesurethathedoesnotpossessthehumannature.Thehuman

natureisfullofdeception,dirty,unrepentantandacompletestrangertothenatureof

Sheep(thenaturewithingenuinedisciples)inwhom thedivinenaturehasbeeninputted

fully(Col.2:9-10).

UnlessonepracticallyobeysGodinthekindofcommandwhichAbraham obeyed,itwill

bedifficultforChristtotrulyShepherdsuchasoul.ManyChristianswholiveaccording

tothefleshstillthinkeveryday,thatGodistheoneShepherdingthem,butnotatall.For

manyitistheself-lifewhichcontrolsallormostoftheiractivities.GodtoldAbraham,

"Castoutthebondwomanandherson,forthesonofthebondwomanshallnotbeheir

withthesonofthefreewoman.Gal4:30NKJV.Throughoutthebiblethisseemstobe

thebestsolutionGodprovides,toenablethesonbornbytheSpirit(newcreationlife)to

getridoftheslavewoman’slife(humannature).Becauseunlessthehumannatureand

itssons(habits)arecastout,itmightbehardforanybelievertotrulyfollowtheLordas

aSheepfollowstheShepherd.Thetwonaturesfrequentlyopposeeachother.The

humannatureissopossessiveanddoesnotwanttobedispleased.Italwayswantsits

way.Justasadultmosquitoesarekeptalivebyfeedingonthebloodoftheirhostso

alsodoesthesinfulnaturedesirestobesatisfiedanditscravingsobeyed.Itiswhat

keeps italive in man,even though the spirituallife remains stunted and keeps

diminishingeveryday.So,oneofthem mustgo,andithastobetheoldsinfulnature

because itis the reason Christwas made manifest.Unless the self-life is gone

completelyyoumightneverfindtheShepherdleadingyoutothatpositionofnolack

practicallyasyoujourneyinlifethroughChrist.

OneshouldnotexpectChrist,theShepherdtoleadhim intothatplaceofabundance

whenhehasnotallowedChristtoexercisetherightofinfluenceoverotherareas,such

asinspeechandinotherlifeactivities.IfheLordisresponsibleforyourwelfarethenhe

mustalsobeLordcontrollingwhatcomesoutofyourmouthtowardsothersandwhat

mannerofattitudeyourelatewithpeoplearoundyou.Iftheygivehim gloryfortaking
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careofyourwelfarethentheyshouldequallypraisehim forthemodestandhumblelife

theyseeyouexhibitinyourneighborhood,inyourworkplace,amidstyourcolleagues,in

thelecturehall,inyouroffice,onthefootballpitch,orwhereveryoumaybe.Inthisway,

theearthwillbecoveredwiththeknowledgeofthegloryoftheLord,asthewaters

coverthesea(Hab.2:14).

Chaptersummary:

TheSheepthatwon’tlackanythingorderailinlifeistheonethatfollowsfaithfullyinthe

directionwhichtheShepherdleadshim/her.ThisChristianwillnotfailbecauseheis

alwayslookingatJesuswhoistheauthorofhisfaithtoalsocompleteallthatpertains

tofaithinGod.ChristisnotShepherdofwolvesbutSheep.OnlyChristianswhoaretrue

andgenuinewillexperiencehisspecialShepherdrolesovertheirlives.
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CHAPTERFIVE
TheOpenSecret–KnowledgeofChristisTheKey

“IwanttoknowChristandexperiencethemightypowerthatraisedhim from thedead.

Iwanttosufferwithhim,sharinginhisdeath,sothatonewayoranotherIwill

experiencetheresurrectionfrom thedead!”Philip.3:10-11

…thepeoplewhoknowtheirGodshallbestrong,andcarryoutgreatexploits.Daniel.

11:32-33NKJV

TheonlythingthatcouldhavemadeDavidexpresssomuchconfidenceintheLord,for

whichhewasabletosaythathewouldneverlackanythingwouldbethatheknewthe

ShepherdpersonallyandtheShepherd,alsoknewhim inthesameway.ReadPsalm 23

againgentlyandthoughtfully,versebyverse.Youwillnoticealevelofconfidencethat

canbebornout,onlyfrom onewhohasadeep-rootedpersonal(intimate)relationship

withhisShepherd.Daviddeclaredhisconfidenceoutofalovingassuranceandagood

leveloftrustinapersonhetrulyknew,andwhoknewhim also.TheLordtestifiedthat

HealsoknewDavid,“AfterGodtookSaulaway,GodmadeDavidtheirking.Thisiswhat

GodsaidaboutDavid:'David,thesonofJesse,isthekindofpersonwhodoeswhat

pleasesme.HewilldoeverythingIwanthim todo.'”Acts13:22.JesusinJohn10:27

said,MySheeplistentomyvoice.Iknowthem,andtheyfollowme.

WelackgraceandpeacebecausewereallydonotknowtheMaster,theShepherd.We

areoftenimpoverishedofallspiritualprosperityandfreedom from fears.Wesuffer

agitatingpassionsandmoralconflictsinourbeings(oursouls)becausewedonot

know theLordJesus.Andmanytimesseveralbelievershaveshowntheirlackof

interestinknowinghim.Peterrevealedthatwhenwecommitourlivestolearningof

Christ,toknowinghim,andunderstandinghisways,wewouldeventuallyrealizethatthe

Almightyhasalreadyprovidedforuseverythingweneed,tobecometrulyreligious

peoplewhofearandhonourHim ineverywaypossible.Thishonourwhichwewillgive

Godincludeshavingallourneedsmet.Ifyougettoknow theShepherdbetterand

betteryourspirituallifewillbecomericherandricher,andphysically,youareboundto

enjoyincreaseofGod’sfavouruponyourlife;Hispeacewhichhegaveuswhenhe
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camewillbemultipliedinyourheartasyoujourneythroughtheearth.Whatbrings

troublesandheartachetonon-followersofChristcannotdosotoyou,why?Youhave

theknowledgeoftheholyone.Youwillbesavedfrom servingGodaccordingtothe

wrongpattern;youwillbedeliveredfrom alwayswritingandcryingoutforhelpshere

andthereoverwhatshouldbeleftforGodasHisownbusiness.Youwillbesavedfrom

worryingaboutneedsthatshouldbeaccountedasChrist’sinwhichheiscommittedto

meet.KnowingChristmoreandmoreistheonlykeythatkeepsaman’sheartfirm,and

freefrom allpossibleagitationswhenitcomes.DonotforgetthatJesuswasinthe

sameboatwhichwasbeinghitbythestorm ontheriver,whilehewassoundasleephis

discipleswerecryingandtroubledthattheymightperishintheragingstorms,butthey

wokeJesusup,notbecausetheyhadfaith,butbecausetheyfearedtheyweregoingto

perish.ButwhenJesusrebukedthestorm andbringinggreatcalm,theyalsobecame

calm andwonderedwhatmannerofmanhewas.Bythis,anotherdeeperknowledgeof

Christ’spersonalitywasjustrevealeduntothem,theirfearsceasedimmediately.Letus

readitbriefly:Suddenly,afiercestorm struckthelake,withwavesbreakingintothe

boat.ButJesuswassleeping.Thediscipleswentandwokehim up,shouting,"Lord,

saveus!We'regoingtodrown!"Jesusresponded,"Whyareyouafraid?Youhaveso

littlefaith!"Thenhegotupandrebukedthewindandwaves,andsuddenlyallwascalm.

Thediscipleswereamazed."Whoisthisman?"theyasked."Eventhewindsandwaves

obeyhim!"Matt8:24-27.

“Jesuscanneverfearanystorm.Hecreatedallstormsandwhenonecomesagainst

youasyoufollowhim,juststaycalm andpeacefulbecauseoffaithinhim.Callupon

him outoffaithbutnotoutoffear.Thenrebukethewindlikeitishim rebukingthe

storm inyou.Youwillbeamazedatthegreatcalm thatwillcomebyinresponseto

yourfaith.”

Peter,throughhisintimateknowledgeofChristwrotetothosewhohavereceivedequal

privilegeinthispreciousfaithwiththem (theearlydisciples).Thisprivilegeexistsinand

throughtherighteousnessofourLordandSaviourJesusChrist.HerevealedthatGod

hasalreadyprovidedthewaytoincreaseingraceandpeaceforallbelievers.Andhe
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alsorevealedthatGodalreadymadeprovisionforthechurch,toenableChristianslive

thegodlylivesthatpleasehim.Hesaidallthingstheyneedforlifeandgodliness(both

physically,morally,socially,spiritually,economicallyetc.)hasbeenprovidedfor.Thisis

true.Tappingitnow dependsonhowmuchofChristonegetstoknow;howmuchof

Christ’spresenceabidesinthelifeofanybelievercontinually.Soifyoucaretocommit

yourheartto[continually]learningofChristandknowinghim daily,youwillaswellbe

experiencingtheincreasinggraceandpeacethatfollowspeoplewhoknow theyare

beingconstantlyprovidedfor(2Pet.1:2-3).

Thepsalmistreportsthathewould notlackanything becausetheLord wasHis

Shepherd.Hehadindeedcometoknow thattheLordwasreallyhisownShepherd,

God’sgothisback!Thisrequiresafaithassmallasmustardseedtowalkinpractically.

TheLordwantsyoutobelievethatheisyourShepherd,hehasprovidedallyouwillever

needinlife.Cometoagreementwithhim.Hepromisesthathewillneverleaveyounor

forsakeyou.InHebrews13:5-6,thewriterofthebookofHebrewsquotedGod’swordto

JoshuawhenGodcommissionedhim foranassignment.Hesaid:…"Iwillneverfailyou.

Iwillneverabandonyou."Sowecansaywithconfidence,"TheLordismyhelper,soI

willhavenofear.Whatcanmerepeopledotome?

Tappingthem dependsuponyou;itdependsonhowmuchoftheShepherd’s

personalityyounowknow.Theextenttowhichyoufollowhim willrevealtoyouthe

locationforyoursupplieseachtime.Itisnotrighttofollowsomeoneyoudonotknow.

Ittakesknowledgetobuildtrustinaman.Justasawomanonlyagreestomarryaman

sheknows,soalso,wefollowtheleadersweknow.So,doyouknowJesuspersonally?

Ifyoudo,towhatextent?Andareyoustillstrivingtoknowhim today?

Knowledgebuildsconfidenceandmakestrustpossible.ThemoreofChristyouknow

personallythemorefirm yourheartbecomesasyoucontinuetofollowhim through

thewayheleads.OnewillgoanylengthtobelieveinChristandhiswordifadequate

knowledgeofChristisavailable.Thepowertocarryoutmightyandunheard-ofkindof

exploitsisavailableinintimateknowledgeofChrist.Throughthisonecouldaswellgo

toanylengthinfollowingtheLord’sleading,wheneverherevealsit,andinwhichever
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direction.

Chaptersummary:

Thosewhoknow theirGodshallbestronganddoexploits.Asyougrow inyour

knowledgeofChrist,youwillbelearningaboutthelocationsofyourprovisionseach

timeeasily.Justbecommittedtoknowinghim daily.Giveattentiontolearningofhim

nowthattimestillpermits.“Foryoutoreallydeclarethat‘Ishallnotwant’,youneedto

besurethattheLordistrulyyourShepherd(andtheonlyone),whom youaretruly

knowingeveryday.”
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CHAPTERSIX
BeholdYourTeacherAndFollowHim

Taketimetoreadthefollowingquotesslowlyandwithinterest,tobelieveandobey(all

boldfontsareaddedforemphasis,takenoteofthem):

ThoughtheLordgaveyouadversityforfoodandsufferingfordrink,hewillstillbewith

youtoteachyou.Youwillseeyourteacherwithyourowneyes.Yourownearswill

hearhim.Rightbehindyouavoicewillsay,"Thisisthewayyoushouldgo,"whetherto

therightortotheleft.Thenyouwilldestroyallyoursilveridolsandyourpreciousgold

images.Youwillthrow them outlikefilthyrags,sayingtothem,"Goodriddance!"Isa.

30:20-22

"TherearesomethingsthattheLordourGodhaskeptsecret.Onlyheknowsthese

things.Buthetoldusaboutsomethings.Andtheseteachingsareforusandour

descendantsforever.Andwemustobeyallthecommandsinthatlaw.Deut.29:29

Alwaysrememberwhatiswritteninthatbookoflaw.Speakaboutthatbookandstudy

itdayandnight.Thenyoucanbesuretoobeywhatiswrittenthere.Ifyoudothis,you

willbewiseandsuccessfulineverythingyoudo.Josh1:8-9

Ezragaveallhistimeandattentiontostudyingandobeyingthelaw oftheLord.He

wantedtoteachtherulesandcommandmentsoftheLordtotheIsraelites.Andhealso

wantedtohelpthepeoplefollowtheselawsinIsrael.Ezra7:10

TheLordsays,"Iwillteachyouandguideyouinthewayyoushouldlive.Iwillwatch

overyouandbeyourguide.Don'tbelikeastupidhorseormulethatwillnotcometo

youunlessyouputabitinitsmouthandpullitwithreins."Ps32:8-9

WhenpeoplechoosetofollowtheLord,heshowsthem thebestwaytolive.Theywill

enjoygoodthings,andtheirchildrenwillgetthelandGodpromised.TheLordtellshis

secretstohisfollowers.Heteachesthem abouthisagreement.Ialwayslooktothe

Lordforhelp.Onlyhecanfreemefrom mytroubles.Ps25:12-15
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Hetellsuseverythingoverandover—onelineatatime,onelineatatime,alittlehere,

andalittlethere!"Isa28:10NLT

WhentheSpiritoftruthcomes,hewillguideyouintoalltruth.Hewillnotspeakonhis

ownbutwilltellyouwhathehasheard.Hewilltellyouaboutthefuture.Hewillbring

meglorybytellingyouwhateverhereceivesfrom me.AllthatbelongstotheFatheris

mine;thisiswhyIsaid,'TheSpiritwilltellyouwhateverhereceivesfrom me.John

16:13-15NLT

TheseandotherrelevantversespointclearlythatGodiscommittedtoHisleadership

rolesoverthelifeofallHisSheep(theChristians).Hewilleithershow,teach,orspeak

toeachoneofuswhatthingsHeplanstodoinandwithourindividuallives.Onceyou

areinChrist,God’sagendaforyoubecomespriority.Whatyouusedtofeelabout

yourselforwhatthesocietyandpeoplearoundkeepsayingmatterslessthanwhatthe

Lordplanstobringuponyourlife.BelieverslearnGod’swillandwaysbydedicatinga

goodtimetocomebeforeHim byfaith,mostpreferablyalonewithhim (Luke6:12).

ThereHeteacheswhatpathonemusttakeforanysituationatall.Evenbeforelife’s

decisionsaretaken,theLordmustbeconfidedin.

ItisexpectedofeverybelievertobefoundbyheaveninthepositionChristhaskeptthe

person.Whenabelievermisseshis/herdivinepositioninlifeorisdislocatedfrom the

placeGod hasordained,such missestheremaining resourcesmeantforhis/her

welfare.Strugglesbecomesinevitable,andregretsandlossesbecomestheoutcome.

TheLordisgoodandgladtoteachtheproperpathtoallwhogoastray;hewillteach

thewaysthatarerightandbesttothosewhohumblyturntohim.Andwhenweobey

him,everypathheguidesusonisfragrantwithhisloving-kindnessandhistruth.Psalm

25:8-10TLB

IfthereisoneassignmentthattheLordhastofulfillinthelifeofeverybeliever,itisto

teacheachofthem thecorrectpathtofollowwhentheyhaveanygooddestinationin

mind.Heknowsallthings;allwhoconfideinhisabilitiesareneverputtoshame.Itis

alwaysbesttowaitfortheLordtoleadintherightpath,howtohandleeverysituation.
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Hisgraceisrequiredforustofollow Him readily,carefully,andacceptably.Hisways

maybeagainstallodds.Itmayappearawkwardbeforeothersbutrememberthatno

oneiswiseenoughtoadvisehim onwhattodoorhowhemustdirectthelivesofhis

creatures.Christiansarerequiredtofollow God’swillthatisgood,acceptableand

perfectinHissight(Rom.12:2).ButidentifyingsuchwillofHisispossibleonlywhenHe

teachesittous.Theworldsystem isalwaysworkingagainstthewaysofthekingdom

ofGod.ThismakesitveryessentialforeverychildofGodtocomebeforetheLord

continually,andopentheirheartstobetaughtthewaysofthekingdom.Otherwiseit

mightbecomesoconfusingandsometimesdifficultforonetoclearlyunderstandwhat

exactlyGodwouldhavepreferred.Theworldsystem issoforcefulandwoulddoallit

cantoinfluencetheheartanddecisionsofachildofGod.ButfollowingtheLordgently

andhumblywillkeepallimpendingtroublesaway.

Notetherefore,that,youarenotgoingtobeinneedbecauseyoumaketheLordHimself

whoownsandcontrolsallearthlyandheavenlyresourcestobeyourShepherd.Hewill

tendyou,govern,teach,anddirectyouinthebestpathwayforyourlife,yourfamilyand

ministry,soastokeepunnecessarytroublesandshameawayforHisownglory.When

hebecomestheoneleadingyouhebecomesresponsibleforallyouwillneedasyou

journeythrough the direction he leadsyou,thatiswhyyou shallnotlack,ifhe

Shepherdsyou.

Alotofpeoplehavegottenthemselvesintoallmanneroftrouble,shownindebtorin

raisingoffundsagainstGod’sinstructionandwillforHisownwork.Thisissimply

becausetheyfailtoreceiveteachingsfrom Christ,howtheyshouldgoaboutatask,and

evenmanyofthosewhoreceiveteachingsstillfailtoobeyit.Whateverkeepsabeliever

awayfrom followingtheLordandhisteachingscanaswellbringthebelieverinto

needlesswantsandstruggles.Wearedesignedtolivealifeoftotaldependenceonthe

aLord;anyotherlifeoutsideofitisfarbelowthestandardoflivingwhichheavenhas

createdforGod’schildrenlivingonearth.

InChrist,allthewaysofanaturalmanantagonizesthewillofGod.Onemustdeal

carefullywhenobeyingathought,perceptionorfeelinginordertoavoidanyreasonfor
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futureregret.Manytimes,severalbelievershavefallenintoSatan’strapwhenthey

follow theauditionsoftheirmindwithoutfirstacknowledgingtheLord’smindinit.

Givingone’sselftoChrist’steachingswillfastentherateoftransformationthatoccurs

inthethoughtfacultyofeverytruebeliever.ThisisbecausethewordthatChristspeaks

touscleansesuseachtimewereceivefrom him andresolvetobelieveandstandupon

it.

ThesecretofasuccessfulfollowershipofChristwhichenablesthebelievertobearthe

rightkindoffruitsistiedtohavingagoodunderstandingofthelifethatisdeadtothe

worldanditsstandard.Paul,speakingtotheRomanbelieversurgedthattheyshould

notconform themselvestothestandardsofthisworld(12:1),nowithastobeinevery

way,otherwiseonemightfindhishearttryingtolistentotheLord,butlackingtheinner

powertoobeywhattheSpiritmightbesaying;onemighteventuallyfindhimselfhearing

theLord,sureenough,andyetfollowingthedictatesofthesinfulself[whichbreedssin]

(Galatians5:16).

Wemustthereforegettotheunderstandingthatoneofthemajorpurposesofthe

Crossisthe‘terminationoftheself-lifeandallthataretiedtoit.’Knowingthisisone

legofthevictory,walkingdailyinview ofthistruthisthesecondlegofthevictory;it

completesthewholething.

InChaptersixversefourofPaul’slettertotheRomans,hetoldthem,“Youroldsin-

lovingnaturewasburiedwithhim bybaptism whenhedied…”TLB.

Hewentfurthertosayinverses6-9,

”Youroldevildesireswerenailedtothecrosswithhim;thatpartofyouthatlovestosin

wascrushedandfatallywounded,sothatyoursin-lovingbodyisnolongerundersin's

control,nolongerneedstobeaslavetosin;forwhenyouaredeadenedtosinyouare

freedfrom allitsallureanditspoweroveryou.Andsinceyouroldsin-lovingnature

"died"withChrist,weknowthatyouwillsharehisnewlife.”TLB

Yousee,knowingthisalonebyfaithandlivingwiththistruth,beingconstantlyresolute
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initwithunwaveringdeterminationtostandinit,andwiththeabilityprovidedbythe

Spiritiswhatmakestheblessingsandtheexperiencesassociatedwiththecrucifixion

ofChristcomeby.Wearemeanttowalkintotalvictory;succeedingineverythingwedo

aschildrenofGodinthisworld.TheplanofGodisforeachbelievertobeholybecause

Heisholy(Deut.18:13),andtobeperfect[growingintocompletematurityofgodliness

inmindandcharacter,havingreachedtheproperheightofvirtueandintegrity],asour

heavenlyFatherisperfect(Matt5:48).Butthepossibilityistiedonlytofaithinthedeath

ofChrist,thepowerofhisresurrectionandthebeliever’sreadinesstocontinually

believeandwalkinthem.

Chaptersummary:
JesusisthevisibleimageoftheinvisibleGod.Themoreofhim yousee,themoreof
him youknow.Themoreofhim youknow,themorelikelyyouaretogetprovidedfor,
becausefollowinghim meansknowinghim,andknowinghim meansfollowinghim.The
twoareinseparable.

CHAPTERSEVEN
TheShepherd’sConditions

Havingestablishedearlieron,thatJesusChrististheShepherd,it’salsoveryessential

tonotethatanyonewhom heShepherdsandwhowilllacknothingmustbereadyto

embracehislightyokeandburdens(Matt.11:29-30).ToreallylivethelifewhichGod

presentseverybeliever,thelifethatkeepsthem from wantingthingsoutsideofGod’s

design,oneshouldbearthefollowingconditioninmindeverydayandineverycase.The
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psalmisttestified,howhehadtheLordashisShepherd,andsolackednothing.Itwas

becauseheunderstoodthewaysoftheShepherdandcommittedhislifetoit,nomatter

whatmaycomehiswayorwhattheworldwouldsay.ItisjustasDavidwasseparated

from hisbrothersbylife.Hewasjustcalledoutofthebushandwasjustasreadyas

thosewhohadundergonepurification,hewasalwaysreadyfortheanointing.Hisdaily

lifemetthecondition.

Inverses2and3,Davidopenedaprocess.Hearhim,

“Hemakesmetoliedowningreenpastures;Heleadsmebesidethestillwaters.

Herestoresmysoul;HeleadsmeinthepathsofrighteousnessForHisname'ssake.”

IfyouwillindeedallowtheLordtomakeyouliveinthesphereoflifehepreparedforyou,

andifyouwilltrulylethim leadyouthroughthepathshehaschosenforyou,youshall

notlackanything[outsidehisknowledgeandability].Paul,inEphesians2:10said,God

hasmadeuswhatweare.InChristJesus,Godmadeusnewpeoplesothatwewould

spendourlivesdoingthegoodthingshehadalreadyplannedforustodo.

EveryotherthingDavidsaidinverses4,5and6ofPsalm 23werebuiltuponthese

secretsherevealed.Theseotherverseswerethemanifestationsofwhattranspiredin

verses1,2and3;theyarefoundeduponthepreviousverses.Takeacarefullookatthe

italicizedsentencesaboveagain.Davidisreportingthat,forhim towalkinthevalleyof

theshadowofdeathandyetfearednoevil,wasbecauseGodwaswithhim,obviously

guiding,guarding,andcomfortinghim withHisdivinerodandHisdivinestaff.Itwas

becauseheallowedGodandsoHisrolewasplayingoutinhislife.Healsosaid,His

Shepherdpreparedatablebeforehim inthepresenceofhisenemies,anointedhishead

withoil;andmadehiscupoverflowed.ItwasbecauseGod’smakingprocess,and

leadershipprocesswereatworkoverhislife,bothhumblinghim andbringinghim into

positionshecouldneverhavebeenabletobringhimself.

Anditisgoodforpeopletosubmitatanearlyagetotheyokeofhisdiscipline:Lam

3:27
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AsforDavid,Godwastheoneatworkmakinghim totakerestwhereHechose,and

leadinghim besidestillwaters,hissoulwasoftenrestoredashisstrengthwasbeing

renewed.AndthatitwasGodatworkdaily.HetestifiedthathewasbeingledbyGodto

walkinthepathsthatarerighteousbeforeHim.UntilitisGodleadingyourlifeyou

cannotknowtherightpaththatpleasesHim;nomancanbewiseenoughtodirectGod.

Davidcouldthenaffirm thatGod’sgoodnesswasinHisfuturewaitingforhim,withall

thesehappening.Thenhesaid,“Surelygoodnessandlovewillfollowmeallthedaysof

mylife,andIwilldwellinthehouseoftheLordforever.

Anyonewhom theLordShepherdscanrestassuredofthesecurityoftheirfuture.

Onecouldsayverses2and3werefurtherdescriptionsofhowGodactuallyShepherded

David,suchthathefelthehadallhisneedsmet.Literally,hemayevenhavehad

physicalneedsorothersdaily,buthewaswithoutdoubtconvincedthatfollowingthe

onewhoistheShepherdofhissoul,hehadthoseneedsadequatelycateredfor.He

musthavereleasedhimselftotheLord’sdisciple-makingprocessestopossesssuch

capacityoffaithandtrust,torecordsuchatestimony.AndPetersaidin1Peter5:7,

Giveallyourworriestohim,becausehecaresforyou.

Theconditionclarified:Now,inourowndays,thesamechallengewhichstoodbefore

thepatriarchsalsostandsbeforeus–theneedforself-denial,takingupone’scross

daily,whilefollowingtheMaster,stepbystep.

ThenHesaidtothem all,"IfanyonedesirestocomeafterMe,lethim denyhimself,and

takeuphiscrossdaily,andfollowMe.Forwhoeverdesirestosavehislifewillloseit,

butwhoeverloseshislifeforMysakewillsaveit.Forwhatprofitisittoamanifhe

gainsthewholeworld,andishimselfdestroyedorlost?ForwhoeverisashamedofMe

andMywords,ofhim theSonofManwillbeashamedwhenHecomesinHisownglory,

andinHisFather's,andoftheholyangels.Luke9:23-26NKJV

Theseversespresentedbeforeusarethechallengeswiththepresent-daychurch.

ObediencetothiswaswhatkepttheearliestChristianstogether,makingthem tobear

fruitsthatremainedinChristeternallyastheMasterhadsoordainedthem.Theirlives
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pleasedGod,thewordofGodgrew,disciplesmultiplied,andthepowerofGod’sSpirit

workedwiththem somuch,asGod’spresencedweltamongstthem practically(Acts2,

3).

JesusherebystatesclearlytotheChristiansoftoday:Regardlessofyourpositionin

yourlocalchurchassembly,socialorpoliticalstatus,"Anyofyouwhowanttobemy

followermuststopthinkingaboutyourselfandwhatyouwant.

Youmustbewillingtocarrythecrossthatisgiventoyoueverydayforfollowingme.

Anyofyouwhotrytosavethelifeyouhavewillloseit.Butyouwhogiveupyourlifefor

mewillsaveit.Itisworthnothingforyoutohavethewholeworldifyouyourselfare

destroyedorlost.Don'tbeashamedofmeandmyteaching.Ifthathappens,Iwillbe

ashamedofyouwhenIcomewithmydivinegreatnessandthatoftheFatherandthe

holyangels.BelievemewhenIsaythatsomeofyoupeoplestandingherewillseeGod's

kingdom beforeyoudie."ERV

Withoutmuchtoaddhere,eachbelieverissupposedtoberesoluteonthis.Enoughof

professingthisreligionanddenyingitslife-changingpower.

ItisstrangetoGodwhenamanthinksthathecankeephisownlifebyhimself.The

worldisruledbyallmannerofspiritualforces,powersandprincipalities,theLordofall

whichisChrist.Allthesewagewaragainstthesoulsofmeneveryday.Itisthosewho

remain on the Lord’s side,underhisdivine care and leadership thatwillremain

victorious.Ourfightisnotagainstpeopleonearth.Wearefightingagainsttherulers

andauthoritiesandthepowersofthisworld'sdarkness.Wearefightingagainstthe

spiritualpowersofevilintheheavenlyplaces.Eph6:12-13.GodraisedJesusChristto

thehighestplaceaboveandgavehim thenamethatisgreaterthananyothername.

Andso,inhonorofthenameofJesusallbeingsinheaven,onearth,andintheworld

belowwillfallontheirknees,andallwillopenlyproclaim thatJesusChristisLord,tothe

gloryofGodtheFather.Philipp.2:9-11

ThisiswhyJesusnowpossessesallrightsrequiredtobeourShepherd.Heknowsthe

wayandheishimselftheWay(John14:6).Heknowshow toleadamanthrough
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pathwaysthatkeepsthedevilundercontrol.Whenabelieverbeginstolivehislife,

outsideofChrist’sstep-by-stepleadershipprocedures,asifheknowsthewaybetter,

suchaChristianwillbegintoappearslikeafoolbeforetheLord,whohimselfistheway.

Paul,sermonizingtheEphesiansinhislettersaid,“…don'tbefoolishwithyourlives,but

learnwhattheLordwantsyoutodo.”Eph.5:17-18.Alotofbelievershavepreferredto

runthingsintheirlivesasiftheyactuallyowntheirlives.Jesussays,anyonewhois

runningthelifeGodgavethem,asiftheyownit,willloseit.

“…whoeverdesirestosavehislifewillloseit,butwhoeverloseshislifeforMysake

willsaveit.Forwhatprofitisittoamanifhegainsthewholeworldandishimself

destroyedorlost.”Themomentsyouprefertofollowtheworld’swayinsteadofChrist,

youarealreadytryingtosaveyourself.Youactuallylostyourearthlylifeatcalvary,and

nowreceivesthenewlifeinChristJesus.Youarenowasacrifice;youareasgoodas

deadtoyourselfandtheworld,butkeptalivebyChrist,fortheMaster’suse(Rom.12:2).

Pauloncesaid,“IhavebeencrucifiedwithChrist:andImyselfnolongerlive,butChrist

livesinme.AndthereallifeInowhavewithinthisbodyisaresultofmytrustinginthe

SonofGod,wholovedmeandgavehimselfforme.”Gal.2:20-21TLB.Youareliving

onlyalife,borrowedtoyoubyJesus.HepurchasedmanbacktoGod,sothatthosewho

believemightnolongerliveforthemselves,butforhim,whodiedtogivehimselfupfor

them inlove(2Cor.5:14).So,wheredidyougettherighttoleadyourselffrom???

Ifyouhavebeenlivingasifyoucansaveyourselforbeonyourownduetoyourwealth

ofexperienceandwisdom,intellectandunderstandingonly,withlittlecareaboutChrist

’sthoughtoveryourlife’sdecision(s),thenknowthat,youaregoingtocrashoneday.

Thesafestthingtodonowis,putasideyourowndesiresandconveniencesandcarry

yourcrosswithyoueveryday,andkeepingclosetoJesus!

DeterminetokeeplookinguntoJesus,whoistheauthorandthefinisherofthisfaith

(Heb.12:6)Youmustnow turnfrom yourselfishways,takeupyourcrossdaily,and

followJesus.ItisthesamethingwhichJesussaidtothecongregationthatgatheredto

hearhim speak.Hesaidtoall,IfanypersonwillstocomeafterMe,lethim denyhimself

[disownhimself,forget,losesightofhimselfandhisowninterests,refuseandgiveup
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himself]andtakeuphiscrossdailyandfollowMe[cleavesteadfastlytoMe,conform

whollytoMyexampleinlivingand,ifneedbe,indyingalso].

IfyouhavecometofaithinChrist,youhavehandedoverthekeyofyourlifeintohis

hands,you’vegottolethim drive,beingtheShepherd.

TheMESSAGEbibleputsitthisway:"Anyonewhointendstocomewithmehastolet

melead.You'renotinthedriver'sseat— Iam.Don'trunfrom suffering;embraceit.

FollowmeandI'llshowyouhow.Self-helpisnohelpatall.Self-sacrificeistheway,my

way,tofindingyourself,yourtrueself.Whatgoodwoulditdotogeteverythingyouwant

andloseyou,therealyou?IfanyofyouisembarrassedwithmeandthewayI'm leading

you,knowthattheSonofManwillbefarmoreembarrassedwithyouwhenhearrivesin

allhissplendorincompanywiththeFatherandtheholyangels…Luke9:23-26.Whenas

theShepherdHeisleadingandyouarefollowing,nodoubt,itattractssomemeasures

ofsufferings,itissuchthatthestrengthhasbeensuppliedforthesaintsthroughfaith;

thesufferingsattachedispartofthefellowship(Philipp3:10).Donotlikemanydo,

follow him,onlytogettoajunctionofdifficultyandturnaway.Whoevertriesto

preservetheirownlifebyshyingawayfrom difficultiesthatcomealongthewaywill

losetheirlives.Forwhoeverwouldpreservehislifeandsaveitwillloseanddestroyit,

butwhoeverloseshislifeforMysake,hewillpreserveandsaveit[from thepenaltyof

eternaldeath].Luke9:24AMP.

Thenhealsoadded,

Don'tbeashamedofmeandmyteaching.Ifthathappens,Iwillbeashamedofyou

whenIcomewithmydivinegreatnessandthatoftheFatherandtheholyangels.Luke

9:26-27.

TheLord’steachingsarewhatspellsouttheroadthroughwhichheleadshisSheep

daily.

Ifyoudecidetoshyawayfrom embracingwhatevershame/sufferingthatisattractedto

followinghim,hewarnsthat,hewillalsobeashamedofyouonthelastday,beforethe
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FatherandtheHolyangels.MayGodgiveusthedivineenablement.

Ifyouaredrowninginsin,self-helpandpiousbodilydisciplineisnottheway.Youhave

toembracethedirectleadershipoftheMaster,thewayoutisallinhisShepherding

skills.HisteachingstillholdsthatinChrist,alldied.So,sindied,theself-lifedied;we

died(Rom.6),theworldiscrucifiedtousandwearedeadtotheworld(Gal.6:14).

Sometimes,doingitthewayyouknow how to,orthewayyouhavebeentaughtmay

seem bestbutitmayneverbecountedanoptionifyourlifeisbeingShepherdedand

controlledbyJesus,theMaster.Manypeoplehave,withtheirwisdom putupalotof

thingswhichappearlikesuccesstothem today.Manyofsuchso-calledsuccesseswill

notbringaheavenlyrewardtotheirbearershereonearth,andonthelastday,their

workswillbedestroyedwithfire.ItiswhateveryouacquirewhilefollowingtheLordthat

isjudgedasgoodsuccess.

Anyonewhobuildsonthatfoundationmayuseavarietyofmaterials—gold,silver,

jewels,wood,hay,orstraw.Butonthejudgmentday,firewillrevealwhatkindofwork

eachbuilderhasdone.Thefirewillshowifaperson'sworkhasanyvalue.Ifthework

survives,thatbuilderwillreceiveareward.Butiftheworkisburnedup,thebuilderwill

suffergreatloss.Thebuilderwillbesaved,butlikesomeonebarelyescapingthrough

awallofflames.1Cor.3:12-15

Allotherswillbeburnedwithfire,nomatterhowmuchpraiseandapplausemenmay

accordittoday.Untilitisfrom theLord,itisadangerouscommodityinyourpossession.

Stopseekingapplauseandpraisesfrom menratherthanfrom God.Itisbetterthat

heavenrejoiceswithyouwhilemenmockandslanderyouforfollowingthepathofthe

Shepherd.Davidalsosaid,heleadsmeinthepathofrighteousnessforhisname’s

sake(Psalm 23:3).TheLordisonlycommittedtoleadingyou,hisSheepinthewaythat

isrightbeforetheFather–thewayofrighteousness.

Manytimesinthebible,whenamanindicatesinterestintheLord’sway,thefirst

conditionhegivesthem isthattheyshouldleaveeverythingandfollow him.Thishas

alsobeenthewayfrom Genesis.Abraham,thefatheroffaithleftallandfollowedthe
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Lord(Gen.12:1).ThetwelvedisciplesthatJesuscalledleftallandfollowedhim.They

wouldhavethosethingsagain,hereonearthinhundred-foldpluspersecution,butthey

hadtofirst,leavetheonetheyacquiredbytheirpowerandmight.TheShepherd

requiressuch,sothatallthepraisescanbeuntoGodalone,andnothingaccruedthe

strengthofman.

AsforDavid,heallowedGodtogovernhim inallareasofhislife.Thatwashissecretof

success.His failures were because he broke outofGod’s making and leading

processes,thewaymanybelieversaredoingtoday.TheserpentbitDavidwhenhe

removedhiseyesfrom theShepherd’sleadingtofollow hisheart.Helustedaftera

soldierswifeandcommittedadulterywithher,bothinhisheartandphysically.God

punishedhim,butherepented(2Sam.11:1-5).Itisbitingmanytodayandcanstillbite

whoeverbreaksoutofGod’sboundariesforhis/herlife.Godtestifiesofhim inActs

13:22,“…ThisiswhatGodsaidaboutDavid:'David,thesonofJesse,isthekindof

personwhodoeswhatpleasesme.HewilldoeverythingIwanthim todo.'

TheLordisstillsayingtoyou,thatifyouwillnotlackanything,ifyouwillnotfearthe

horrorsofdeathandhellwhentheycomenearyou,ifthepowersofworldlytraditions

andwitchcraftactivitieswillnotharm you,ifSatan’snetmustnotcatchyou,ifsecret

sin(s)mustnotcloseyourmouth,ifHewillcomfortyouwithHisrodandstaffdaily

andineverysituation,andifGodmustcausehisgoodnessandmercytofollowyouall

thedaysofyourlife,thenyouneedtoalsoembraceHisconditions.Jesushassaidit

clearly.

AndHesaidtoall,

“IfanypersonwillstocomeafterMe,

- lethim denyhimself[disownhimself,forget,losesightofhimselfandhisown

interests,refuseandgiveuphimself]and

- takeuphiscrossdailyand



36

- followMe[cleavesteadfastlytoMe,conform whollytoMyexampleinlivingand,

ifneedbe,indyingalso].

Chaptersummary:

IftheLordmusttrulybeyourShepherd,andyouwon’tlackanythinginyourlife,family,

and ministry (spiritually,physically,socially,emotionally,morally etc.),then God

presentstoyouthewayout.Theseconditionsmustbemetsimultaneously(thatis,

altogetheratthesametime).AsyoufollowtheShepherddeterminetoputasideyour

ownwaysanddesiressoastoembracehisown.Andasyoufollowhim daily,acceptall

thatmightcomeuponyoubecauseyouareputtingawayyourhumanways.Accept

them ashiswillandkeepgivingthanks.Somemayhurtormakeyouappearlikeafool

toyourcontemporaries,keeplooking untoJesus,keepbelievingandkeepgiving

thanksalltheway.Youwillsucceed.

Ifyouhavegonethroughthisshortbookletandhavereceivedanunderstanding,then

youneedtorespondtoGod.Youneedtocheckyourheartagain.IstheLordyour

Shepherd?Hashealwaysbeentheone,isHetheonestillmanagingyourlife,family,

ministryandbusiness?Areyouallowinghim todosodaily?GiveyourselfandGodthe

sincereresponsenow.

Summary

DavidsaidthatGodusuallymadehim laiddowningreenpasturessothatherested

whileenjoyingallroundabundance.Heusuallyledhim besidestillwaters,becauseas

hisShepherd,hispeacewasGod’smajorconcern.Journeyinginlifewithallthe

quietnessthatGodiscomposedofwasHisdailyplanforhim.Heusuallyrestoredhis

soulandrenewedhisstrengthwheneverhewascrushedanddownduetolife's

battles.Godusuallymadehim follow therightpathforHisownname'ssake.God

wasdeterminedtogethonourforHisgreatnamebyleadinghim throughthepaths

thatHe(God)regardedasrighteousinallthings.Thesearereasonswhyhecalled

GodhisShepherd.

WeshouldthereforebereadytoreleaseourselvestotheLord,tobeShepherdtousin
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marriage,howtobecomethebestspouse.Lethim betousaShepherdinbusiness,

leadingustoworkwithalldiligenceintoachievingexcellentresultsforthegloryand

honourofHisname,andofHisKingdom onEarth.

Intheworkofministry,Jesuswhom youservemustbetheShepherdofhisownwork.

Otherwise,likesomanyarebusymakingmistakesanddoingworksoferrorwithout

evenknowing,onemightaswellbecomesopreoccupiedwrongly.Manyministersof

thegospelhavebecomezealousandyetfoolish(Eph.5:17).Thisisbecausetheyhave

theheartforsincereserviceuntoGodbutdonotaskhowHealsowantsthem todothe

worksHesendsthem todo.Itisdangerous,assomedo,runningwithincomplete

instructionsfrom theHolySpiritoveranassignment.Becauseyoucannotlovethesouls

ofmenmorethanChristdoes,andyoucannotdotheworkitselfmorethanChrist,the

owner.Itisalwaysbettertoinquirehowbesthewantshisworkdonepertime,orhow

besthewantstodohisworkonetimeandatanothertime.Pleaselearntowaitforand

tofollowtheLordofthework,asheleads;determinetoyieldtoHisShepherdrolesover

everyareaofyourlife.
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Prayers

1.LORD,Irepentfrom myevilways,inwhereverIhavenotallowedyoutoplayyour
Shepherdroleinmylife.

2.Today,IconfessthatyouaremyShepherd,andyoucanleadmeinthepathsthat
youhavechosenforme.

3.Iopenmyhearttoreceiveoftheabundancethatusuallyfollowseveryonewho
areabidesinyourcare,andwho releasesthemselvesto yourShepherding
responsibilitiesonthem.

4.Inyourmercyandpower,undoallthenegativeeffectsthathastakenplaceinmy
lifesofar,asaresultofmyneglectofyourShepherdroleandrefusingtosubmit
toyouastheleaderofmylife.

5.From today,makeallthatIhavelostasaresultofsuchstubbornnesstobe
restoredtomein100-folddimension.

6.Takeyourleadinmylifeinmattersofmarriage,thejoballthebusinessIdo,my
academicPursuit,myrelationshipwithmyspouseandchildren,myrelationship
withmyneighboursandeveryventurethatIam engagedinlife.

7.LordJesusChrist,Ipresentmyselfuntoyou.Withfaith,Iacceptthatyoupaidthe
priceformysalvationfrom sin.Andasaresult,youreceivedtherighttoredeem
mylifeforyourself,andyoubecametheShepherdofGod’sflock.Irelease
myselfuntoyoutoday.BemyShepherdandleadmeintheeverlastingway
forever.Amen.

8.Thankyoufortheanswers.Amen
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Kindlywrite to share yourresponse with us.And forfurtherhelps on follow-up,

comment, and prayer, contact us on +2348148961631, +2348065792749

ict.theology@gmail.com oreneojakeji@gmail.com


